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Tnjhe Claims : 

Please amend claim 1, Please cancel claims 2-8. Please add new claims 9-20. The 
claims arc as follows: 

1. (Currently amended) A method for purging a band o ned shopping carts from an electronic 
commerce web site operated hv a merchant, .said electronic commerce web site comprising a web 
server, s aid method comprising the steps of: 

i d cnti fvin g. upon occurrence of a next update time» guest shopping carls and established 
shopping c a rts existing at the electronic commerce we b site, the guest shopping carts being 
shopping carts that belong to guest shoppers of art the electronic commerce web sitc^and the 
establish ed shopping carts being shopping carts that belong to established shoppers of the 
electronic commerce web sit e, a guest shopper bein g defined as a shop per who does not have any 
prior - rel ationship of record with the merchantm a n established shopper being defined as a shopper 
who has a prior relationship of record with the merchant : 

determini ng die total number (L) of guest shopping carts existing at the electronic 
comme rce web site: 

ggggrtajn ing whether I, exceeds a specified guest shopper threshold n umber (M\ of guest 
shopping carta ex ist ing at the electro ni c commerce web site, wherein if said ascertaining 
ascertai ns that L does not exceed M then again performing the identifying, determining steps, and 
ascertai ning steps, and wherein if said ascertaining ascertains that L exceeds M then th e method 
fu rther comprises t he steps of: 

applying a guests ho ppei gaibagc collection r o ut i ne t o the shopping carts that 
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^-shoppers purging a subset of the guest shoppi ng carts from the electronic 



commerce web s it e according to a first algorithm that is specific to the guest s h^pning 
carts, said first algorithm being comprised bv the web server: and 

ttpprymg-an- ^slablished sh o ppai ' ^dibag c c o ll e ction routine t o the sh opping-carts 
tha t b e l on g to es tablishe d - sho p p er s purging a subset of the established shopping carts 
from th e electronic com me rce web site according to a second algorithm that is specific to 
the establish e d shopping carts, said second algorithm being comprised bv the web server* 
said second algorithm differing from the first algorithm: and 

again performing the identifying determining steps, and ascertaining ste ps, after 
performing the steps of purging the subset of the guest shopping carts and purging the 
subset of the es tab lished shopping carts . 

2-8. (Canceled) 

9. (New) The method of claim I, wherein the next update time in the identifying step occurs 
periodically at discrete times. 

1 0. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the prior relationship between the merchant and a first 
established shopper of said established shoppers comprises an account of the first established 
shopper on the web server. 

11. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the prior relationship between the merchant and a first 
09/971,880 3 
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established shopper of said established shoppers comprises a registration of a credit card number 
of the first established shopper on the web server. 

1 2. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the prior relationship between the merchant and a first 
established shopper of said established shoppers comprises a registration of a shipping address of 
the first established shopper on the web server, 

13. (New) The method of claim 1 , 

wherein the web server comprises a first giicst shopper session object for a first guest 
shopping cart of said guest shopping carts, wherein the first guest shopper session object was 
crealed when the first guest shopping cart came into existence when a first guest shopper 
associated with the first gust shopping carl initially accessed the web server via a communication 
network, wherein purging the first guest shopping cart due to L exceeding M comprises 
destroying the first guest shopper session object; and 

wherein the web server comprises a first established shopper session object for a first 
established shopping cart of said established shopping carts, wherein the first established shopper 
session object was created when the first established shopping cart came into existence when a 
first established shopper associated with the first established shopping cart initially accessed the 
web server via the communication network, wherein purging the first established shopping cart 
due to L exceeding M comprises destroying the first established shopper session object. 

14. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the method further comprises specifying the guest 
09/971,880 4 
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threshold shopper number, and wherein said specifying is performed by a system administrator 
prior to said ascertaining. 

15. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein said purging the subset of the guest shopping carts 
and purging the subset of the established shopping carts results in a higher frequency of guest 
shopping carts being purged than of established shopping carts being purged. 

16. (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein said purging the subset of the guest shopping carts 
according to the first algorithm comprises purging all guest shopping carls that have been 
inactive for a given period of time, and wherein a guest shopping cart is inactive for the given 
period ortimc if there is no addition, dctction, or change of au item in the guest shopping cart 
during the given period of time- 

17. (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein said purging the subset of the guest shopping carts 
according to the first algorithm comprises purging a specified number of the guest shopping carts 
that have been longest inactive, and wherein a guest shopping cart is inactive when there is no 
addition, deletion, or change of an item in the guest shopping cart. 

1 8. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein said purging the subset of the guest shopping carts 
according to the first algorithm comprises purging a specified number of the guest shopping carts 
that arc most heavily loaded in terms of purchase price. 
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PAGE 6/1 1 * RCVD AT 10/6/2005 1 :43:38 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:llSPTO-ffXRF-6/24 * DMS:2738300 * CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):02-34 



OCT-06-05 THU 01=10 PH 



FAX NO. 



P. 07 



1 9. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein said purging the subset of the guest shopping calls 
according to the first algorithm comprises purging a specified number of the guesl shopping carts 
that arc most heavily loaded in terms of item count. 

20. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the method further comprises: 

detecting a new shopper accessing the web server; 
determining whether the new shopper is a guest shopper; and 

if said determining whether the new shopper is a guest shopper determines that the new 
shopper is a guest shopper then creating a guest shopper session object with respect to the new 
shopper, otherwise crcatiug an established shopper session object with respect to the new 
shopper. 
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